
 

         

Dumb Ox? 

Growing up, Thomas 
was often quiet in 

school. His classmates 
mocked him for being 

dimwitted. After 
reading his thesis, St. 
Albert the Great said, 

"We call this young 
man a dumb ox, but his 
bellowing in doctrine 
will one day resound 

throughout the world!"

Aquinas MMXVI

Quick Facts 

   Born…………………………….................….......1225 

   Hometown………………...…...….Roccasecca, Italy 

Died………………………………….…..March 7, 1274 

Feast Day………………………............…January 28 

Patron Saint…………Students and Universities 

His Life 

•His birth and sanctity were 
predicted by a hermit 

• Began studying with Benedictine 
monks at age five 

•Studied Aristotle's works heavily 

•Secretly joined a Dominican order in 
1243 

•Was kidnaped by his family and held 
captive for a year 

•Earned his doctorate in theology 
from St. Albert the Great 

•Was given the nickname "Dumb Ox" by 
St. Albert 

•Argued that faith and reason come 
from God 

•Composed The Five Ways of knowing 
God's existence  

•Canonized by Pope John XXII in 1323 



 

Aquinas MMXVI

HOUSE AQUINAS 
Carpe Veritatem

Code of Ethics 

1. We strive to recognize God's 
presence in all things! 

2. We never cease to search for God 
in order to know Him on a more 

intimate level! 

3. We treat everyone with the love of 
Christ! 

4. We strive for academic excellence! 

5. We motivate each other to 

greatness!

Prayer to St. Thomas Aquinas 

Come, Holy Spirit, Divine Creator, true 
source of light and fountain of wisdom! 

Pour forth your brilliance upon my dense 
intellect, dissipate the darkness which 
covers me, that of sin and of ignorance. 

Grant me a penetrating mind to 
understand, a retentive memory, method 

and ease in learning, the lucidity to 
comprehend, and abundant grace in 

expressing myself. Guide the beginning of 
my work, direct its progress, and bring it 

to successful completion. This I ask 
through Jesus Christ, true God and true 
man, living and reigning with You and the 

Father, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Quotes by Aquinas 

"The things that we love 
tell us what we are." 

“To one who has faith, no 
explanation is necessary. 
To one without faith, no 
explanation is possible.” 

“Better to illuminate 
than merely to shine, 
to deliver to others 
contemplated truths 

than merely to 
contemplate.” 

"Love takes up where 
knowledge leaves off."  


